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GuerrillaBenchers

ing their horticultural passion across the
capital's weed-choked wastelands, now
it's the turn of Guerrilla Benchers, who
are coming to the aid of Londoner’s foot-
weary pedestrians.

The Guerrilla Benchers, a four-per-
son-strong crack squad, will soon be
arriving on a street near you —armed
with benches. ‘London’s benches are
disappearing. Once London’s streets
were lined with them and you could
plonk yourself down for a well-earned
rest after slogging round the shops.
We've found that there’s just nowhere
to put your feet up any more, said
Agent Bristly Pioneer, a Guerrilla

3enchers member. In January, the foot-
sore guerrillas decided to take matters
into their own hands. Dressed in work-
men'’s gear of high-vis jackets and low-
slung jeans, and armed with power
tools, roll-ups, a few copies of the Sun
and two benches — the guerrillas
swooped on the eastern side of
Shaftesbury Avenue.

‘We'd started noticing benches had
disappeared around this end of
Shaftesbury Avenue. We think two or
three might have gone, so we decided to
put them back,” said Agent Bristly. ‘It
was fairly simple, we just drilled some
holes in the ground, put the benches in

and sat down and hada cup of te
we wentand had a fry-up.’

Didn’tanyone stop them? “The police
pulled up next tous but didn't batan eye-
lid. I think people just assumed we were
supposed to be there, We didn’t hear any-
thing for about three weeks, and then
three days after we put something about
1t on our website the benches mysterious-
ly disappeared, said Agent Bristly.

And it seems the guerrillas areright:
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London’s benches are di
under new policies by councils to declut-
ter the streets. “There are fewer benches
now,” confirmeda spokesperson for
Camden council. ‘Some are removed for
anumber of reasons: often at the request
of local residents, schools or churches,
because they are being used for anti-
social behaviour, sometimes because of
environmental schemes or because they
provide an obstacle toa new pavement
lay-out. Or just to be repaired, hesaid.
Westminster councilisalsoreducing its
bench quota. ‘'We've lost a small number,
Itsanattempt tocurbanti-social behav-
lour and to discourage rough sleepers who
use themas beds. We're usually respond-
ing tocomplaints by neighbours,’ saida
spokesperson. Westminster scrapped 12 of
its seats last year leaving the borough with
240henches. But Londoners can takea
stand against this erosion of their seating
rights.‘Anyvone can make arequest to have
abenchputin, saida council spokesperson.
In the meantime, the Guerrilla Bencher
will be targeting other abandoned bench
sitesacross the city. In the words of Agent
Bristly: ‘We'd like more of a bench culture,
where people can sit down, watch the
world goby and do nothing for a while.”
Rebecca Tavior
(wwi.spacehijackers.co.uk/Mitml/
projects/cuerrillabench/guerrilla.htnl)




